
“If anyone declares himself for me in the presence of 

men, I will declare myself for him in the presence of my 

Father in heaven." 

What do those words of Jesus mean - to declare ourselves 

for him in the presence of men – it means to stand up for 

the truth of Jesus' Gospel of life and love and to make it 

known to those around us. It means showing others, 

clearly and unambiguously that we are Catholics, and that 

our Catholic faith is the most important thing in our lives. 

Proclaiming God’s word, and standing up for his truth has 

often got his followers into trouble. Jeremiah in the first 

reading is an example.  

He denounces his fellow Israelites because they have 

refused to listen to the world of God, and so he was 

persecuted, insulted, abused; attempts were made on his 

life – he was put in a cistern filled with mud, and left to 

drown, until someone rescued him. Even so, Jeremiah 

holds on to his faith “the Lord is at my side, a mighty 

hero” he never stopped proclaiming the word, even when 

his message was constantly falling on deaf ears; he ends 

up being taken off to exile in Babylon, and from there to 

Egypt, where he died. 

Hundreds of years later, in the New Testament the 

apostle James was put to death in Jerusalem, Stephen 

was stoned to death, and Peter and Paul suffered 

imprisonment, torture, and finally death in Rome. They 

stood up for the truth of Jesus gospel, and the result was 

martyrdom. 

This last week we have celebrated the feat of Saint John 

Fisher and Saint Thomas More;  both of whom stood up 

for the truth of Christ's gospel, and their strongly held 

Catholic beliefs, with the result that they lost their lives - 

they declared themselves for Christ in the presence of 

men. 

They both lived in the sixteenth century and were highly 

regarded by King Henry VIII; John Fisher was a Bishop, but 

also chaplain to the king and confessor to Queen 

Catherine. Henry thought highly of Fisher, declaring him 

to be the most learned and devout bishop anywhere. 

Thomas More also enjoyed the favour of the king, and he 

became the Lord Chancellor of England.  

However, both incurred the anger of Henry VIII when they 

refused to recognise his second marriage, and refused to 

recognise Henry’s self-declared title as supreme head of 

the Church of England. They wanted no break with Rome, 



and continued to be loyal to the Pope. For this they were 

imprisoned and later beheaded. As he came to the place 

of execution, Fisher said “I come here to die for the faith 

of Christ’s Holy Catholic Church. More’s last words were “I 

die the King’s good servant, but God’s first. 

In more recent times, we have seen an untold number of 

martyrs standing up for Christ, and dying for their faith; 

one was Oscar Romero the Archbishop of San Salvador. 

He was assassinated on Monday March 24th 1980 as he 

was celebrating Mass. Why? Because he spoke up for the 

poor of El Salvador during a period of terrible violence 

and oppression. Those who stood up for their human 

rights were murdered, priests, were murdered, and 

Romero continued to speak publically, broadcasting 

sermons over the radio, and so the army ordered his 

death. Thirty five years later, he was declared a martyr of 

the Church, killed out of hatred of the faith, and he was 

beatified by Pope Francis on May 23rd 2015. 

But what about us? How do we declare ourselves for 

Christ in our lives - most of us are not in positions of 

responsibility? WE will probably not be asked to make the 

choice the martyrs had to make, between denying our 

faith and losing our lives. 

 

What might “declaring ourselves for Christ mean today, in 

a society that is largely indifferent to religion? It might 

mean standing up for our beliefs in our workplace, or in 

our families; the problem is you get noticed if you do this, 

you might get mocked and criticised  – you might even 

lose some friends – but that’s nothing compared with 

these martyrs had to go through. So it’s part of being a 

Christian – as a priest I have been ridiculed, abused in the 

street and sworn at, just because I am wearing my collar. 

If we do get criticised, if our beliefs get ridiculed, we must 

be careful how we respond. Look to Jesus who said, love 

your enemies, pray for those who hate you, bless those 

who curse you; Jesus, who forgave his killers, and showed 

mercy to the repentant thief. A true martyr is one who 

dies with mercy and forgiveness in his heart – so how can 

suicide bombers be martyrs if they die with hatred in 

their hearts, inflicting death and untold suffering on 

others – there is a world of difference – in fact, these 

terrorists do not reflect Islam at all, and their actions are 

disowned by the vast majority of Muslims. 



So yes, we must declare ourselves for Christ before the 

world, but always with love, respect and patience, and 

never with hatred and intolerance.  

 


